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Abstract: This review journal explores the intersection of cryptocurrency and quantum computing, emphasizing the significant 

challenges posed by the advent of quantum technologies to the cryptographic foundations underpinning modern cryptocurrencies. 

We examine potential threats quantum computers pose to Bitcoin's Elliptic Curve Digital Signature Algorithm (ECDSA) and SHA-

256 hashing algorithm, both crucial for ensuring secure transactions and blockchain integrity. Additionally, this journal provides a 

historical overview of the development of cryptography and quantum computing, offering context for understanding their current 

state and future trajectories. We investigate various mitigation strategies to counteract quantum threats, including the advancement 

of quantum-resistant cryptographic algorithms and the establishment of post-quantum cryptography standards. By presenting a 

comprehensive review of both the vulnerabilities and the evolving defensive measures, this journal aims to provide a balanced 

perspective on the future security of cryptocurrencies in the quantum computing era. 

 

Index Terms - Quantum computing, cryptocurrencies, Bitcoin, cryptographic algorithms. 

I. INTRODUCTION 

Quantum computing represents a transformative leap in computational capabilities, posing significant challenges to current 

cryptographic systems, including those underpinning Bitcoin. This paper examines the potential threats quantum computers present 

to Bitcoin's security mechanisms, specifically the elliptic curve digital signature algorithm (ECDSA) and the SHA-256 hashing 

algorithm. We explore how quantum computers, through algorithms like Shor's and Grover's, could break these cryptographic 

protocols, enabling attacks such as private key derivation, double spending, and mining takeovers. The vulnerabilities of reused 

addresses and early Bitcoin transactions are highlighted. Despite these risks, the paper discusses mitigative strategies such as 

adopting quantum-resistant cryptographic algorithms and upgrading hash functions. The necessity for proactive development and 

community consensus to safeguard Bitcoin's future in the quantum era is emphasized. 

 

II. HISTORY OF CRYPTOCURRENCY AND QUANTUM COMPUTING  

2.1 Cryptocurrency 

Cryptocurrency, a digital or virtual form of currency secured by cryptography, emerged as a revolutionary concept in the realm of 

finance and technology. The history of cryptocurrency can be traced back to the early 2000s, with the advent of digital currencies 

and decentralized payment systems. 

 

2.1.1 Predecessors to Cryptocurrency 

2.1.1.1Digital Currency Experiments 

In the late 1990s and early 2000s, various attempts were made to create digital currencies, such as e-Gold and DigiCash. However, 

these centralized systems faced challenges related to trust, scalability, and regulatory issues. 

 

2.1.2 Bitcoin Whitepaper 

On October 31, 2008, an individual or group using the pseudonym Satoshi Nakamoto published a whitepaper titled "Bitcoin: A 

Peer-to-Peer Electronic Cash System." This seminal document introduced Bitcoin; a decentralized digital currency based on 

blockchain technology. 

 

2.1.3 Emergence of Bitcoin 

2.1.3.1 Genesis Block 

On January 3, 2009, Satoshi Nakamoto mined the first block of the Bitcoin blockchain, known as the genesis block. This marked 

the beginning of the Bitcoin network and the issuance of the first bitcoins. 
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2.1.3.2 Early Adoption and Growth 

Bitcoin gained traction among cypherpunks, cryptography enthusiasts, and individuals disillusioned with traditional financial 

systems. Its decentralized nature, pseudonymous transactions, and fixed supply appealed to proponents of financial sovereignty and 

privacy. 

 

2.1.4 Expansion of the Cryptocurrency Ecosystem 

In the following years, Bitcoin paved the way for the emergence of thousands of alternative cryptocurrencies, known as altcoins. 

Projects like Litecoin, Ethereum, and Ripple introduced innovative features and use cases, expanding the cryptocurrency ecosystem. 

 

2.1.5 Market Volatility and Regulatory Challenges  

The cryptocurrency market witnessed significant volatility, with dramatic price fluctuations and speculative bubbles. Regulatory 

scrutiny increased as governments sought to address concerns related to money laundering, tax evasion, and investor protection. 

 

2.2 Quantum Computing 

Quantum computing represents a paradigm shift in computational capabilities, harnessing the principles of quantum mechanics to 

perform complex calculations at unprecedented speeds. The history of quantum computing can be traced back to the early 20th 

century, with foundational discoveries in quantum theory. 

 

2.2.1 Key Milestones 

2.2.1.1 Quantum Mechanics 

In the early 20th century, groundbreaking discoveries by physicists such as Max Planck, Albert Einstein, Niels Bohr, and Erwin 

Schrödinger laid the groundwork for quantum mechanics. Quantum theory revolutionised our understanding of the behaviour of 

particles at the subatomic level. 

 

2.2.1.2 Quantum Computing Theory 

In the 1970s and 1980s, researchers like Richard Feynman and David Deutsch proposed the concept of quantum computing, 

envisioning machines that leverage quantum superposition and entanglement to perform computations exponentially faster than 

classical computers. 

 

2.2.1.3 Experimental Progress 

In the 1990s and early 2000s, experimental breakthroughs demonstrated the feasibility of manipulating and controlling individual 

quantum bits (qubits). Researchers developed rudimentary quantum processors and implemented basic quantum algorithms. 

 

2.2.2 Recent Advances: 

In recent years, advances in quantum hardware, algorithms, and error correction have accelerated the development of practical 

quantum computing systems. Companies like Google, IBM, and Rigetti are actively pursuing quantum computing research and 

development. 

 

III. BITCOIN'S CRYPTOGRAPHIC FOUNDATIONS 

Bitcoin relies on two main cryptographic systems: the elliptic curve digital signature algorithm (ECDSA) and the SHA-256 hashing 

algorithm. These systems underpin the security and integrity of Bitcoin transactions and mining processes. 

 

3.1 Elliptic Curve Digital Signature Algorithm (ECDSA) 

The Elliptic Curve Digital Signature Algorithm (ECDSA) is a cryptographic algorithm used by Bitcoin to ensure the authenticity 

and integrity of transactions. It is an asymmetric encryption technique that relies on the mathematical properties of elliptic curves 

over finite fields, providing a secure method for generating and verifying digital signatures. ECDSA is integral to Bitcoin’s security, 

but it faces potential vulnerabilities in the quantum computing era. 

 

3.1.1 Key Generation and Signing Process 

ECDSA involves two keys: a private key and a public key. The private key is a randomly generated number, while the public key 

is derived from the private key using elliptic curve multiplication. Here’s a simplified overview of the process: 

 

3.1.1.1 Key Generation: 

● Select a private key, which is a random integer.  

● Compute the corresponding public key by performing elliptic curve point multiplication of the private key with a base 

point on the curve. 

 

3.1.1.2 Signing a Message: 

● Hash the message to produce a fixed-size hash value. 

● Generate a random integer (nonce). 

● Calculate two values using the private key, nonce, and hash value. 

● The pair of calculated values constitutes the digital signature. 
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3.1.1.3 Verifying a Signature: 

Use the public key, hash value of the message, and the signature to verify that the signature was generated with the corresponding 

private key. The security of ECDSA relies on the difficulty of the Elliptic Curve Discrete Logarithm Problem (ECDLP). This 

problem is computationally infeasible to solve with classical computers, providing a strong security foundation for Bitcoin. 

However, quantum computers, through Shor's algorithm, could significantly reduce the time required to factor these large numbers, 

potentially enabling the derivation of private keys from public keys much more quickly. This breakthrough poses several risks to 

Bitcoin.  

 

IV. DRAWBACKS OF CRYPTOCURRENCY & QUANTUM COMPUTING  

 

4.1 Reused Addresses 

In cryptocurrencies, when a transaction is broadcast, the public key becomes visible on the blockchain. If quantum computers can 

derive the corresponding private key before the network confirms the transaction, an attacker could steal the funds. The risk is 

particularly high for reused addresses, as attackers could preemptively derive private keys and wait for funds to be sent to these 

addresses. 

 

4.2 Double Spend Attacks 

Quantum computers could also facilitate double spend attacks. By deriving private keys rapidly, an attacker could broadcast multiple 

conflicting transactions, spending the same bitcoins or other altcoins more than once. This undermines the trust and reliability of 

the network. 

 

4.3 Early Bitcoin Transactions 

Early Bitcoin transactions used the Pay-to-Pub Key (P2PK) scheme, which directly reveals the public key. These early transactions, 

including Satoshi Nakamoto's mined bitcoins, are vulnerable to quantum attacks, as the public keys are already exposed. 

 

V. SHA-256 HASHING ALGORITHM 

SHA-256, or Secure Hash Algorithm 256-bit, is a cryptographic hash function used extensively within the Bitcoin network. It is a 

member of the SHA-2 (Secure Hash Algorithm 2) family, designed by the National Security Agency (NSA). SHA-256 plays a 

crucial role in Bitcoin’s proof-of-work consensus mechanism and in ensuring the integrity and security of transactions. 

 

5.1 Properties of SHA-256 

SHA-256 exhibits several key properties that make it suitable for cryptographic applications: 

 

5.1.1 Deterministic: 

For a given input, SHA-256 always produces the same hash output. 

  

5.1.2 Fast Computation 

The hash function is designed to be computationally efficient, allowing quick generation of hash values. 

 

5.1.3 Pre-image Resistance: 

It is computationally infeasible  to reverse-engineer the original input from its hash output. This property ensures that knowing the 

hash does not reveal any information about the input. 

 

5.1.4 Small Changes, Large Impact 

A small change in the input (even a single bit) results in a drastically different hash output, a property known as the avalanche effect. 

 

5.1.5 Collision Resistance 

It is extremely difficult to find two different inputs that produce the same hash output. This prevents attackers from creating two 

different data sets with the same hash value. 

 

5.1.6 Fixed Output Size: 

Regardless of the input size, SHA-256 always produces a 256-bit (32-byte) hash value. 

 

4.3.2 Role in Bitcoin 

In the Bitcoin network, SHA-256 serves two primary functions: 

 

5.2.1 Mining and Proof of Work 

Miners compete to find a nonce (a random value) that, when hashed together with a block’s header, produces a hash output with a 

specified number of leading zeros. This process, known as mining, is computationally intensive and requires significant 

computational power. The difficulty of this task ensures the security and integrity of the Bitcoin blockchain by making it impractical 

for any single entity to control the network. 

 

5.2.2 Transaction Integrity 
SHA-256 ensures that the data in Bitcoin transactions has not been tampered with. Each transaction and block is hashed, creating a 

unique fingerprint that is computationally infeasible to alter without changing the hash. This hashing process links blocks together 

in a chain, ensuring the immutability of the blockchain. 
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VI. POTENTIAL QUANTUM THREATS 

Quantum computers pose a theoretical threat to SHA-256 due to their potential to solve certain mathematical problems more 

efficiently than classical computers. Specifically: 

 

6.1 Grover's Algorithm: 

Grover’s algorithm can theoretically reduce the time needed to perform a brute-force search on a hash function from 2n to 2n/2. For 

SHA-256, this would mean reducing the effective security from 256 bits to 128 bits, which is still considered secure but significantly 

less robust against attacks. 

 

6.2 Collisions: 

Quantum computers might find collisions (two different inputs producing the same hash output) more efficiently, undermining the 

integrity of the blockchain. 

 

VII. MITIGATING THE THREAT 

While the potential threat from quantum computers is significant, several mitigative strategies can be employed: 

 

7.1 Cryptographic Agility 

Cryptographic agility involves transitioning Bitcoin's cryptographic protocols to quantum-resistant alternatives capable of 

withstanding attacks from quantum computers. The current elliptic curve digital signature algorithm (ECDSA) used in Bitcoin for 

transaction signing is vulnerable to quantum attacks, particularly through Shor's algorithm. Therefore, embracing quantum-resistant 

cryptographic algorithms becomes imperative to enhance the network's security. 

 

One approach involves replacing ECDSA with quantum-resistant signature schemes, such as hash-based signatures or lattice-based 

cryptography. Hash-based signatures rely on the computational difficulty of hash functions, which are considered quantum-resistant 

due to their lack of structure amenable to quantum algorithms. Similarly, lattice-based cryptography offers robustness against 

quantum attacks by leveraging the hardness of lattice problems. 

  

However, transitioning to quantum-resistant algorithms requires careful consideration of factors such as compatibility with existing 

infrastructure, computational efficiency, and consensus among network participants. Research and development efforts focusing on 

the standardization and implementation of quantum-resistant cryptographic primitives are essential for ensuring the seamless 

integration of these solutions into the Bitcoin protocol. 

 

 

7.2 Hash Algorithm Upgrades 

Bitcoin's security relies heavily on the SHA-256 hashing algorithm, which is vulnerable to potential quantum attacks. Quantum 

computers could theoretically break SHA-256, compromising the integrity of Bitcoin's proof-of-work consensus mechanism and 

transaction validation process. To mitigate this risk, upgrading to more secure hashing algorithms or introducing supplementary 

measures is necessary. 

 

One approach is to explore post-quantum cryptographic hash functions, such as SHA-3 or other quantum-resistant alternatives. 

SHA-3, based on the Keccak algorithm, offers resistance against known quantum attacks and could serve as a viable replacement 

for SHA-256 in the Bitcoin protocol. Additionally, research into hybrid cryptographic schemes combining classical and quantum-

resistant hash functions could provide enhanced security against quantum adversaries. 

 

However, hash algorithm upgrades entail considerations such as backward compatibility, performance overhead, and potential 

network disruptions. Robust testing and evaluation of alternative hash functions, along with community consensus-building, are 

essential steps in ensuring a smooth transition to quantum-resistant hashing in Bitcoin. 

 

7.3 Quantum-Resistant Wallets 

Quantum-resistant wallet solutions play a crucial role in protecting users' funds against quantum attacks targeting cryptographic 

keys. Traditional wallet schemes reliant on ECDSA for key generation and signing are vulnerable to quantum adversaries capable 

of deriving private keys from public keys. 

 

Quantum-resistant wallets employ cryptographic schemes resilient to quantum attacks, such as hash-based signature schemes or 

post-quantum cryptographic primitives. These wallets utilize algorithms with strong security properties, ensuring that private keys 

remain secure even in the presence of quantum threats. 

 

Additionally, promoting best practices such as address reuse avoidance and the use of fresh addresses for each transaction enhances 

the security of quantum-resistant wallet solutions. By minimizing the exposure of public keys on the blockchain, users can mitigate 

the risks associated with quantum attacks targeting key derivation. 

 

Furthermore, integrating quantum-resistant wallet solutions into existing Bitcoin wallet software and infrastructure requires 

collaboration between wallet developers, cryptographic experts, and the broader Bitcoin community. User education and awareness 

campaigns highlighting the importance of quantum-resistant security measures can facilitate the widespread adoption of these 

solutions, ensuring the long-term security of Bitcoin holdings in a quantum-computing era. 
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VIII. CONCLUSION 

The advent of quantum computing poses a potential threat to the cryptographic foundations of Bitcoin. While the risks are 

significant, the Bitcoin community has the capability to adapt and implement quantum-resistant measures. Proactive development 

and consensus on these upgrades will be crucial in safeguarding Bitcoin's future. The threat of quantum computing is real, the 

broader implications for global cryptographic systems, including banking and other cryptocurrencies, mean that the focus on Bitcoin 

alone is part of a larger conversation about future-proofing digital security in an increasingly quantum-capable world. The 

convergence of cryptocurrency and quantum computing heralds both opportunities and challenges for the digital economy. While 

quantum computing promises to unlock new frontiers in computation, it also necessitates proactive measures to safeguard 

cryptographic systems and ensure the security and integrity of decentralized financial networks like Bitcoin. As research and 

innovation progress, the landscape of cryptography and quantum computing will continue to evolve, shaping the future of digital 

finance and information security. 
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